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AWS Celebrates Its 
105th Anniversary

In honor of this milestone, read about the Society’s early days 
and view a timeline of accomplishments

BY KRISTIN CAMPBELL

It seems just like yesterday we were in the year 2019 celebrating AWS’s 100th anniversary. The Welding Journal c overed 
the milestone through unique columns filled w ith stories honoring our rich history. Now, i t ’s already 2024, and we're mark­
ing our 105th anniversary. Below is meaningful tex t provided by August F. Manz, an AWS Fellow and honorary historian.

100 Years Ago, AWS Was Five Years Old
In 1924, two Sections were added to AWS: the Western 

New York Section and the Kansas City Section, With the 
addition of these two new Sections, AWS membership 
grew to 718 members by midyear. In February, discus­
sions began on the formation of a Detroit Section, which 
was added in 1925. This year, AWS membership reached 
more than 62,000.

In addition, the 5th Annual Meeting o f AWS was held 
in New York City during April 23 -26 ,1924.

In 1924, welding was at its infancy. There was no gas 
tungsten arc welding, gas metal arc welding, submerged 
arc welding, or plasma arc welding, to name a few,

The year 1924 was notew orthy fo r welding because 
of the following:

■ The Welding Journal published 62 papers/reports
■ Lloyd’s R egister o f  S h ipp ing  issued arc w eld ing  

regulations for ship construction

a Welded leak-proof aluminum fuel tanks made it possible 
for four Army A ir Service airplanes to circle the globe
■ In England, Dr. Pulling reported recentx-ray developments 
made it  possible to see through 4 in. o f steel and discover 
th e sm allest o f fla ws
■ An ail-welded natural gas pipeline, 74 miles long, was 
b u ilt using acetylene welding

Today, AWS has become a w orld  class organization. 
Visit aws.org to  learn more.

Works Consulted: “ Through the Years w ith  the AWS -  
A Definitive History of the American Welding Society,” 
a m anuscript by T. P. Schoonmaker, 1990-1991 AWS 
Technical Papers editor emeritus.

On the following pages, there’s a timeline highlighting a wide range of AWS accomplishments 
over the last five years.
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S ta n d a rd s  co m m it te e s  
b e g an  u s in g  an o n lin e  
b a llo t in g  sy s tem  to  
rev iew , c o m m e n t, and 
a p p ro ve  new , re v ised , o r  
re a f f irm e d  s ta n d a rd s .

Timeline of AWS Accomplishments from

2020 to 2024
A t th e  AW S  E d u c a t io n  2 0 2 0  V irtu a l 
S u m m it, b o th  th e  e d u c a t io n a l s e s s io n s  
a nd  p ro fe s s io n a l p ro g ra m s  w e re  liv e  and  
in te ra c t iv e , p a ck ed  w ith  fre sh  re se a rch , 
in s ig h ts , b e s t  p ra c t ic e s , and  m o re . It 
a t t ra c te d  4 8 9  re g is tra n ts .

A ll s ta n d a rd s  c o m m it te e  
m e e t in g s  w e re  c o n d u c te d  
v ia  te le c o n fe re n c e  o r hyb r id , 
a llo w in g  p a r t ic ip a n ts  to  
a tte n d  m e e t in g s  w ith o u t  th e  
n e c e s s ity  o f  tra ve l.

The AW S  B oa rd  o f 
D ire c to rs  a n n o u n ced  
G a ry  K on a rska  II as 
th e  o rg a n iz a t io n ’s 
e xe cu t iv e  d ir e c to r  and  
c h ie f  e xe cu t iv e  o ff ic e r, 
su c c e e d in g  Ray S h oo k , 
w h o  h e ld  th e  p o s it io n  fo r 
15 years.

The AW S  Fo u n d a t io n  la u n ch ed  
weldingworkforcedata.com  to  
h ig h lig h t  th e  n e ed  fo r  w e ld in g  
p ro fe s s io n a ls .

^ 2 0 2 0

The Welding 
Journal re p o r te d  
on ta le n ts  g e tt in g  
used  fo r  good  
am id  th e  CO V ID - 
19 p a n d e m ic  and  
re co g n iz e d  the  
e x tra o rd in a ry  
e f fo r t s  by  m any  
to  m ake  m asks , 
re sp ira to rs , fa ce  
sh ie ld s , and  m ore .

AW S re le a sed  D1.1/ 
D 1 .1M :2020 , Structural 
Welding Code — Steel, 
and  A 3 .0 M /A 3 .0 :2 0 2 0 , 
Standard Welding Terms 
and Definitions Including 
Terms for Adhesive Bonding, 
Brazing, Soldering, Thermal 
Cutting, and Thermal 
Spraying.

2 0 2 1

The  AW S A R C a d e m y  v id e o  se r ie s , a v a ila b le  
on  youtube.eom/@videoaws, w a s  la u n ch ed  
to  p ro v id e  re so u rc e s  fo r  th o se  in te re s te d  in 
e d u c a t in g  th e m se lv e s  to w a rd  a w e ld in g  caree r.

FABTECH  re tu rn ed  to  an 
in -p e rso n  e ven t and  b e cam e  
th e  f ir s t  la rg e -s c a le  B 2B  
and  m a n u fa c tu r in g  t ra d e  
sh o w  to  be he ld  a t C h ic a g o ’s 
M c C o rm ic k  P la ce  s in ce  
th e  o n se t  o f  th e  C O V ID -19  
p a n d em ic .

A W S b eg an  u s in g  AW S D1.1/ 
D 1 .1M :2020, Structural Welding 
Code — Steel, e x c lu s iv e ly  in 
C e r t i f ie d  W e ld in g  In sp e c to r  (CW I) 
e xam s, a nd  th e  S o c ie ty  began  
o f fe r in g  a c o m p re h e n s iv e  tw o -w e e k  
CW I p re p a ra t io n  o p tio n .
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AW S in tro d u c e d  th e  Lean 
M a n a g e m e n t fo r  W e ld in g  
P ro d u c t iv ity  o n lin e  co u rse , w h ic h  
a im s  to  id e n t ify  and  m it ig a te  
w a s te  to  h e lp  b u s in e s se s  s u it  th e ir  
p ro d u c t io n  to  d em and .

The Welding Journal c e le b ra te d  
its  1 0 0 th a n n iv e rs a ry  and  
p u b lish e d  a sp e c ia l c o lu m n  
th ro u g h o u t th e  yea r in ho n o r 
o f th is  m a jo r  m ile s to n e . It a lso  
d eb u te d  a re d e s ig n e d  la you t 
w ith  new  ty p e  fo n ts , c o lo r  
p a le tte s , and  a r t ic le te m p la te s .

T w en ty  a g en ts  fro m  a c ro ss  
th e  g lo b e  a sse m b le d  at 
A W S W o rld  H ea d q u a rte rs  
in M ia m i, Fla., fo r  th e  
In te rn a t io n a l A g e n ts  
M ee tin g . R e p re sen t in g  13 
c o m p an ie s , th e  a g en ts  in 
a t te n d a n c e  h a ile d  from  n in e  
co u n tr ie s . Inspection Trends began  

b e in g  p u b lish e d  a s p a rt 
o f  th e  Welding Journal, 
a p a ir in g  th a t  g iv e s  all 
AW S m e m b e rs  a c c e ss  
a nd  e xp o su re  to  m o re  
w e ld in g  in s p e c t io n  
co n te  nt.

The  Ta iw an 
In te rn a t ion a l 
S e c t io n  o f  AW S 
(AW S-Ta iw an) 
h o s te d  a
C e r t i f ie d  W e ld in g  
In sp e c to r  (CW I) 
c o n fe re n ce  to  
sh a re  h an d s -o n  
e x p e r ie n c e s  and  
to  a d d re s s  th e  
s ig n if ic a n t  ro le s  
o f  th e  AW S CW Is 
a nd  C e r t if ie d  
W e ld e rs  in th e  
fa s t-g ro w in g  
o f fs h o re  w ind  
fa rm  in d u s try  in 
Ta iw an .

In Ja n u a ry , E SA B  k ic k e d  o f f  its  
Fu tu re  F a b r ic a to rs  P ro g ra m  
w ith  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t o f 12 
s c h o la rs h ip s  in  th e  a m o u n t o f 
$ 5 0 0 0  ea ch  th a t  a re  aw a rd ed  
th ro u g h  th e  AW S  Fo u n d a t io n .

In Feb rua ry , th e  an n u a l AW S 
T ra n s it io n  C e re m o n y  to o k  
p la ce . AW S P re s id e n t M ich a e l 
A. K ru p n ic k i w a s  w e lco m ed , 
a nd  he sp o ke  ab o u t h is  
lo n g - t im e  e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  
w e ld in g  in d u s try  a lo n g  w ith  
s t re n g th e n in g  o u r  boa rd  
g o ve rn a n ce , e n h a n c in g  th e  
v o lu n te e r  e xp e r ie n ce , and 
m o re  m a tte rs .

2 0 2 2

The AW S 
F o u n d a t io n  
a w a rd ed  m o re  
th a n  $ 2  m illio n  
in  s c h o la rs h ip s .

A m e ric a n  W e ld in g  S o c ie t y ' 
FOUN DATION

Through the support of its generous donors, 
and the members of the American Welding Society, 

the AWS Foundation awarded more than

$2 million
in  s c h o la r s h ip s  in  2022 .

The  AW S Fo u n d a t io n  s ta rte d  
weldingappren ticeship. com, 
an e m p lo y e r- fo cu se d  
re so u rc e  fo r  R eg is te red  
A p p re n t ic e s h ip  P ro g ra m s.

The  AW S B o a rd  o f 
D ire c to rs  se le c te d  
R o b e rt  “ B o b ”  W. Roth 
a s  th e  in te r im  exe cu t iv e  
d ir e c to r  and  CEO . The 
a p p o in tm e n t  c a m e  as 
o u tg o in g  E xe cu t iv e  
D ire c to r  and  CEO  G a ry  
K o n a rsk a  II t ra n s it io n e d  
in to  a n ew  ro le  a t The 
L in co ln  E le c t r ic  Co .

The  AW S re d e s ig n e d  w eb s ite  
d e b u te d  a t aws.org, o f fe r in g  a 
re sp o n s iv e  d e s ig n  o p t im iz e d  fo r 
ta b le ts  and  m o b ile  d e v ice s , a 
liv e  c h a t  fe a tu re , and  m o re .

K R IS T IN  C A M P B E L L
(kcampbell@aws.org) is 

managing editor o f the 
Welding Journal.

2023 2024

AW S la u n ch e d  its  fre e  
S tu d e n t M e m b e rsh ip  
fo r  up to  fo u r  y e a rs  fo r 
a ll s tu d e n ts  eng a g ed  
in  a fo rm  o f  in d u s try -  
re la te d  e d u ca tio n  
o r  tra in in g . M o re  
th a n  6 0 0 0  s tu d e n ts  
to o k  a d va n ta g e  and  
b e ca m e  m e m b e rs  o f 
th e  S o c ie ty  w ith in  th e  
f ir s t  s ix  m o n th s .

The rest of this 
year is all ours to 

achieve many more 
accomplishments! ca
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