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livestock and its role in development, how 
livestock contributes to 7% of GNP but receives 
less than 1% of Plan allocation. With his elaborate 
research, he also proved that by modernization of 
the livestock system, rural India can be 
transformed. 

A hard-core vegetarian, but he’s also served as 
chairman of Animal Welfare Board of India and 
Meat Committee, and fought for modernisation of 
slaughter houses. He suggested a simple method 
of slaughtering animals in rural areas, of taking 
only the carcass to urban areas for consumption, 
thus eliminating all the ill-effects of the present 
system of transporting livestock by vehicles and 
trekking to distant consuming centres. 

Born on March 2, 1926, he hails from a typical 
Brahmin family but has been a rebel of sorts. At 12, 
he rebelled against his grandmother’s rule of 
sweepers not being allowed into the house, 
promising his maid Valli — “You will not sweep 
when I grow up.’’

Grown up, he also brought in a revolution in 
thought, organizing a ‘Padavandana’ function at 
IHA, where he and his wife traditionally honoured 
100 dalit couples. Even in the management 
institutes he headed, he introduced better 
programmes to upgrade dalits so they felt 
confident about sitting alongside upper class 
students in the classroom. 

“It’s all about uniting Hindus by the heart and 
bringing dalits into the mainstream of Indian 
culture,’’ as he says. He strongly believes in 
privatisation of the education sector. “You cannot 
improve the depressed class without increasing 
capacity with Public Private Partnership (PPP). I 
have the right to education but as an average poor 
student, where do I go?'' he asks. 

HIS BETTER HALF 

They’ve been married for the past 60 years. 
Rajam Parvati came into his life in May 1949 as a 
lass who was 7th standard pass. She was “from an 
obscure village, far away from city life, so unused 
to people smoking that on our very first day 

together, she thought I was burning when I was just 
casually smoking,’’ he says, laughing. Today, 
“She’s made me a proud husband, pursuing her 
studies sincerely even after marriage, not stopping 
until she got her MA.’’ Just as they pose together 
for a pictureperfect moment, 10-year old mischief, 
their cute ‘NRI dog’ from the US, jumps in to join 
them in the frame. 

THE FAMILY PIC 
His son, Rajan Srinivasan, is back in India after 20 
years in the US. His daughter, Rajani, still lives 
there, with her tech CEO husband. His two grand 
daughters work in New York; and a third is 
studying medicine in US. The IT engineer 
grandson works in Europe. 

TYPICAL DAY IN HIS LIFE 

He’s up at 5 am and starts the day with 
Shubashitam, Bhagavatham, Upanishad & Indian 
heritage. After 7.30 am, he’s walking through his 
special abode, the 2-acre mini forest that he has 
created as part of a project on the civic amenity 
(CA) site given to him by the state government. 
Back home before 9 am, he rushes to office after a 
quick 10 minutes expended on the city’s nine 
newspapers. He’s a great admirer of Indian 
newspapers. “If born again, I want to be an Indian 
journalist,’’ says the writer of three journals. A 
spell at Indian Heritage Academy after work, 
before he heads back home. 

AWESOME THREESOME: Prof. Ramaswamy with wife 
Parvati and pet Mischief 

Human Rights are inherent in human-
beings. These rights come to every human-being 
naturally by birth. No efforts are required to be 
made to acquire them. Every human-being has a 
right to enjoy these rights and have them 
protected. Respect for Human Rights lies in 
treating others as one expects to be treated by 
others.

The rights relating to life, liberty, equality 
and dignity of the individual guaranteed by the 
Constitution or embodied in the international 
covenants and enforceable by courts in India are 
Human Rights as spelt out in the Protection of 
Human Rights Act, 1993. The Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, 1948 also states 
that “all human-beings are borne free and equal 
in rights and dignity”.

Broadly, Human Rights can be  classified 
into three categories namely liberty-oriented, 
security-oriented and development-oriented 
Rights. The Declaration on the Right to Develop 
was adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly in 1986.By now, it is realized that 
unless economic social and cultural rights are 
enjoyed  by the people, political and civil rights 
may not be really menaingful. In other words, 
political and civil rights on the one hand, 
economic, social and cultural rights on the other, 
must be placed together on equal footing. So 
long it is not done, disparity and inequality 
continue to operate leading to disturbances, 
tensions, conflicts and violence. For proper 

ns and stipulations. 

Very few law
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human development and global peace, 
respecting, protecting and promoting these two 
sets of rights are essential. Further denial of 
these rights come in the way of an individual 
from developing  his talents and contributing his 
maximum for the development of a country.

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights are 
important part of the international human rights 
law. They have been fully recognized by the 
international community and throughout 
international human rights law. Although these 
rights have received less attention than civil and 
political rights, far more serious consideration 
than ever before is currently being devoted to 
them. The question is not whether these rights 
are basic human rights, but rather what 
entitlements they imply and the legal nature of 
the obligations of States to realize them. The 
International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights (ESCR) (1966) which is the 
foundational international instrument in this 
respect recognizes the right  to work, right to 
enjoyment of just and favourable conditions of 
work, right to form trade unions, right to social 
security, right of the family to protection and 
assistance, right to an adequate standard of 
living including adequate food, clothing and 
housing, right to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental 
health, right to  education, right to take part in 
cultural life etc.
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In our country civil and political rights were 
then considered as capable of being enforced 
against the State through judicial orders and 
were hence made justifiable while socio-
economic rights were considered as requiring 
resources and policy initiative on the part of the 
Government and were, therefore, put in Part IV. 
But it is now apparent that the division between 
civil and political rights and economic, social 
and cultural rights is artificial. It is difficult to 
keep the two sets of rights separate.  They are 
inter-dependent and are meant to be looked at in 
totality. For example, freedom of speech and 
expression and the right to information can exist 
meaningfully only when people have education. 
Their access knowledge, information and their 
ability to form an independent informed opinion 
on the basis of available material, are at the core 
of a democratic way of life. And these depend on 
education. Freedom of he press and the rights of 
the media are also inextricably linked with this 
rights. Hungry person will have no strength to 
speak leave aside raising his voice, though he 
has freedom of speech. For starving person right 
to free movement is of no use. Poor man is not 
able to enjoy other rights to live with dignity. So 
is the case of person suffering ill-health. 
Illiterate person even is not aware of his rights. 
Then how can  he exercise or enjoy them. 
Hence, human development so as to empower 
the weak is pre-requisite for exercise and 
enjoyment of civil, political, economic, social  
and cultural rights.

In democratic societies governed by rule  of 
law, certain basic Human Rights and 
Fundamental freedoms of individuals are 
recognized and accepted as basic conditions of 
civilized living for full development of a human 
being. They are necessary for civilized living for 
full development of a human-being. The Centre 
of all Human Rights during the survival of any 
human-being is dignity but due to personal 
circumstances and economic, social and 

political obstacles, one is deprived or denied of 
such dignified life. Human Rights facilitate to 
create a system and environment in which every 
human-being will have an equal opportunity to 
live with dignity and to develop their abilities to 
their  ful lest  extent .  Without  human 
development, human dignity is not practically 
possible. Under the provisions of the 
Constitution of India and the decisions of the 
Supreme Court, right to live with  dignity for 
every fellow-being in the country is recognized. 
Section 2(d) of the Protection of Human Rights 
Act, 1993, in the definition of Human Rights, 
includes dignity of individual as a whole.

‘We the people’ mentioned in the Preamble 
of the Constitution include all sections of the 
people without exception. Under the scheme of 
the Constitution, the legislature, the executive 
and the judiciary have been assigned defined 
functions and the demarcated area. Each one has 
to function and contribute for the goal consistent 
with the  resolution contained in the Preamble  
and consistent with the Fundamental Rights and 
Directive Principles  of State Policy for welfare 
of the people essentially including women.

In the vein of human development one of the 
restrictive factor recognized by international 
community  is poverty. As such poverty is the 
biggest violator of human rights. Poverty should 
not be treated as merely a developmental 
project.  The agenda must include provisions of 
all such basic amenities like health care, safe 
drinking water, adequate nutrition, educational 
facilities, etc.  Political freedom would not have 
much significance or meaning for millions of 
poverty stricken people in India who suffer the 
social evils flowing from poverty, unless they 
are able to realize economic, social and cultural 
rights. We must remember that investment in 
human development is the investment in 
invisible infrastructure. Prof. Amartya Sen in his 
remarkable study “Development as Freedom” 
advocates that poverty must be seen as 

deprivation of basic capabilities rather than 
merely as low incomes which is the standard 
criterion of poverty. Poverty can be traced to 
inadequacies and inequalities in the distribution 
of opportunities economic, social, cultural and 
political - between women and men across 
religions, within communities and between rural 
and urban areas. Poverty has to be eradicated 
through the process of human development. He 
observes that “the achievements of democracy 
depend not only at electoral politics and the rules 
of procedure that are adopted and safeguarded 
but also on the ways in which the opportunities 
the democracy offers are used.”

Another important factor having negative 
impact or serious bearing on the development is 
corruption. Considering corruption as a violator 
of Human Rights, the National Human Rights 
commission organized two days’ National 
Conference on “Effect of Corruption on Human 
Rights and Good Governance” in the  month of 
May, 2006. The conference was intended  to 
highlight the importance of tackling this serious 
issue of corruption and its negative impact on the 
Human Rights so that the effective remedies can 
be thought of for fighting this evil. It is plain that 
corruption and good governance cannot go 
together.

Information is an invaluable asset in the 
hands of ordinary and very often the powerless 
citizen. Introduction of the recent Right to 
Information Act has slightly empowered the 
citizens to lift the veil of secrecy behind 
executive action.

Judiciary on its part has been playing its role 
meaningfully, usefully and actively. Its 
contribution towards human development 
besides others can well be gathered from the 
various judgments delivered by the Supreme 
Court and High Courts in India.

The Supreme Court of India in particular has 
played a great and constructive role in blending 

and balancing civil and political rights on the 
one hand and the social  and economic rights on 
the other so as to develop  Human Rights both 
horizontally and vertically. The Supreme Court 
has expanded the scope and ambit of Article 21 
of the Constitution which guarantees protection 
of life and personal liberty by holding  that the  
right to life does not indicate merely a negative 
duty on the part of the government but also 
imposes a positive duty to provide the basic 
conditions necessary to lead a life with dignity 
necessarily contributing for the human 
development.

The contribution of the Supreme Court in 
regard to recognizing the basic Human Rights as 
reflected in the constitution of India by 
expanding the meaning of “right to life” under 
Article 21 is phenomenal. Every judgment in 
this regard helped/help directly or indirectly, 
immediately or over years for development of  
the people of this country to live with dignity.

In a significant judgment in Consumer 
Education and Research Centre of India vs. 
Union of India [1995 3 SCC 42], the Supreme 
Court took the view that “the right to health and 
medical care is the fundamental right under 
Article 21 of the Constitution and it is essential 
for making the life of the workmen meaningful 
and purposeful with dignity of person. Right to 
Health to a worker, according to the court was an 
integral facet of meaningful right to life. The 
health of the worker enables him to enjoy the 
fruit of his labour. Medical facilities to protect 
the health of workers are therefore the 
fundamental rights to make the life of workmen 
meaningful and powerful with dignity of 
person”.

Right to education is a core Fundamental 
Right for a strong and enlightened nation. It is 
education which greatly helps wholesome 
development of a human personality. The 
judiciary in India has shown its deep concern in 
the matter of providing education to children in 
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Most people in the world would agree that 
ethical behaviour is desirable for the 
individual and society.  But they would also 
add that it is difficult to survive, not to talk of 
prospering, in life if one is strictly ethical. In a 
competitive world, it is impossible to observe 
ethical and moral values. It is relatively easy 
for a teacher or a Swami and his followers in 
the Ashram to observe ethics, as they are 
contented leading austere life with no 
ambition to acquire property, wealth or fame.  
But most people want name, fame, wealth and 
comfort. Government rules are so intricate and 
cumbersome that it is practically impossible to 
run business without bribing officials, 
breaking rules and being unethical in 
execution of projects.  Since they would lose 
money, they cannot adhere to the contractual 
obligations and stipulations. 

Very few lawyers will survive if they 
cannot tell some lies or hide facts. All religions 
preach ethics, with some variations in priority 
and emphasis.  But even Evangelists forcibly 
converted millions to their religion, as they 
were assured of a reserved seat in heaven.  
Preachers warned people that they would go to 
eternal hell, if they do not observe ethics. But 
belief in hell and heaven is waning.  To a Jain 
or a genuine Brahmin, meat eating is 
unethical, as they would be hurting a living 
being which experiences pleasure and pain 

like humans. But 95% of the world population 
eat meat without any feeling of guilt of 
inflicting pain on animals.  Their assumption 
that God created animals as food for man is not 
scientific. Experimentation on animals is 
justified that it is for welfare of man. In Spain 
they torture animals for pleasure.  Hindus and 
Muslims sacrifice animals to propitiate God. 
Hunting as a sport is accepted.  These people 
don't find anything unethical about such 
inhuman acts.  Those who practiced slavery 
did not find anything wrong in beating slaves. 
Killing animals brutally is a sacred duty for 
Muslim butchers. At times of scarcity, 
increasing prices of commodities steeply is 
a c c e p t e d  w i t h o u t  g u i l t .  T h e  2 0 0  
Municipalities, which lead the city sewage 
into the rivers like  Ganga and Jamuna, do not 
find anything unethical, though they consider 
Ganga as sacred. Epicureans and followers of 
Charvaka recommend that we should simply 
enjoy life, forgetting God and ethics. They 
reject the idea that they would suffer in the 
next birth or that they would be punished later 
by some unknown force.  Every body does 
something or other unethical to survive, to 
make money, to gain an unfair advantage 
over others or to hurt somebody whom they 
do not like.

Ethics – Present Status
Prof. N.S. Ramaswamy*
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the country. In Mohini Jain vs. State of 
Karnataka [(1992) 3.SCC 666], the Supreme 
Court took the view that right to education  
flows directly from right to life guaranteed under 
Article 21 of the Constitution. 

A series of judicial decisions were given in 
protecting various Human Rights as in-built or 
embodied in Part III read with Part IV of the 
Constitution such as right to speedy trial. 
(Hussainara Khatoon vs. State of Bihar [AIR 
1976 SC 1360] and right to provide legal 
assistance (M.H. Hosekote vs. State of 
Maharashtra (AIR 1978 SC 1548)

Supreme Court judgments show how law 
can be used for advancing for development and 
welfare of people so that even common men feel 
that the Constitution is not only for privileged 
few or the handful rich but it is meant for every 
Indian. That must be our ambition. Our culture 
of sacrifice and service is still alive and vibrant. 
This generation has to activate and accelerate the 
same culture to serve those who are in dire need 
with a view to help human development, 
enabling everyone live life with human dignity.

Human development of an individual and 
national development are inter-dependant and 
mutually supportive in building a strong nation. 
No doubt, all efforts are to be made for 
development to be on par with the moving 
world. But true and sustainable development has 
to be pro-people, pro-poor, pro-nature, pro-
gender and pro-children.

I. In the name of development of an 
industrially and economically backward 
region, there should be no denudation of 
the forest and destruction of the natural 
habitat. Otherwise, it negates sustainable 
development.

ii. If development becomes enemy of 
environment, it has to be resisted.

iii. An antithetical development to the native 
genius, culture and habitat should never be 
super-imposed on the people.

iv. Only such development is desirable which 
is positive and responsive to the genuine 
needs of people while serving their native 
environment

In addition, critical awareness is to be 
created of the following:

(i) Hardly 1/3rd  of the original forest is left in 
the world.

(ii) In our country, barely 20% of the country's 
total geographical area is left with a forest 
and vegetal cover.

(iii) Nearly 150 million tons of firewood and 
many million tons of wood for building and 
industrial uses are consumed.

(iv) The practice of over-cultivation, over-
grazing and denudation of forest deprives 
the soil of nutrients and organic matter. 
Consequently, a vast extent of semiarid 
land goes out of production every year.

(v) Denudation of forest indiscriminately has 
brought about extinction of many species 
of birds and mammals.

There are certain disquieting features 
adversely affecting eco-system at regional, 
national and global level such as depletion of 
O-zone, global warming, sea rising etc. 

One thing that is equally and without 
discrimination available to everyone is 
Time. Time cannot be stored and restored. 
It is only to be used appropriately. One 
should budget the Time in the morning and 
audit it at night. Growing old is mandatory 
whereas growing wise is optional. Hence, it is 
the time for all of us in different walks of life to 
exercise the option of being wiser to commit and 
contribute for the welfare and development of 
every one in the Country without any 
discrimination and differentiation so that 
individuals develop their potentialities, 
contribute their maximum to build happy, 
healthy and strong nation.


