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ABS TRA C T: Additions to and changes in the checklist of Coccinellidae of the Indian 
subcontinent, including new synonymies and distribution records, are listed. The following 
new synonymies are established (valid name first): Brumoides suturalis (f;'abricius) = /Jrllmoides 
kolhapurensis Sathe and Bhosale; Coccinella transversalis Fabricius = Coccinella mad/tIlri Sathe 
and Bhosale = Coccinella bhllimungi Sathe and Uhosale = Coecinella yaminii Sathe and Uhosale; 
Coe[ophora bissellata Mulsant = Coelophora orienta tis Sathe and BhoSlllc; Harmonia octomaclliata 
(Fabricius) = Harmonia soyabinii Sathe and Bhosale; Propylea dissecta (Mulsant) = lIorni()llls 
mirajensis Sathe and Bhosale; fIle is eineta (Fabricius) = flleis darbarii Sathe and Bhosale; 
Cheilomenes sexmaculata (Fabricius) = Menochillls tuljapurensis Sathe and Bhosale = Meflochilus 
shivajensis Sathe and Bhosale = Menochilus kharipi Sathe and Bhosale; Synonycha grandis 
(Thunberg) = Coccinella yogini Sathe and Bhosale; Scymnus (Pullus) castaneus Sicard = Scymnlls 
(Pullus) marathi Sathe and Bhosale; Scymnus (Seymnus) indica Sathe and Bhosale (not Scymnus 
indicus Weise, 1908) = Scymnus (Scymnlls) nubilus Mulsant; Stethorus ifldira Kapur = Stethorlls 
guangxiensis Pang and Mao; and Platynaspis bimaculata Pang and Mao = Platynaspis kapuri 
Chakraborty and Biswas. 
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An annotated checklist of the Coccinellidae 
(excluding Epilachninae) of the Indian subcontinent 
was recently published (Poorani, 2002). The gap in 
the knowledge of the subfamily Epilachninae in this 
checklist has been filled with the publication of the 
first part of the World Catalogue of Coccinellidae 
covering Epi lachninae (Jadwiszczak and 
Wegrzynowicz, 2003). This is a very significant 
development for cocci nellid taxonomists as it comes 
nearly 75 years after the last world catalogue of 
Coccinellidae (Korschefsky, 1931; 1932). Efforts are 
on to catalogue the other subfamilies of the world 
fauna in three more volumes. 

The Epilachninae fauna of the Indian region, 
as per the latest catalogue, comprises 114 species 
belonging to six genera and a single tribe, 
Epilachnini. Other additions to and changes in the 
checklist of the Indian Coccinellidae, including new 
synonymies, are summarised in this paper. Including 
these, the Coccinellidae fauna of the Indian 
subcontinent includes about 520 species under 85 
genera, 23 tribes and six subfamilies. 

Changes in the checklist 

Coccinella krikkeni lablokoff-Khnzorian, 



POORANI 

described from southern India, has been found to 
be ajunior synonym of Cycloneda munda (Say), a 
species confined to eastern United States and parts 
of Canada, by Vandenberg (2002). The record from 
India may be the result of accidental transport 
through commerce, or, more likely, an accident of 
mislabelling (Vandenberg, 2002). Accordingly, it is 
removed from the Indian checklist of Coccinellidae 
(Poorani,2oo2). 

Pullus nymphaeus Kapur & Munshi, 
inadvertently included in the subgenus Scymnus 
(Pullus) Mulsant in the checklist, should be placed 
in the subgenus Scymnus (Neopullus) Sasaji. 

New synonymies 

Several common species of this region have 
been described as new species in the publication 
"Insect Pest Predators" (sic) by Sathe & Bhosale 
(2001), necessitating the new synonymies listed 
below. The authors have shown scant regard to the 
accepted taxonomic practices the book abounds 
with bloomers, which are too numerous to mention. 

• Brumoides kolhapurensis Sathe & Bhosale 
(p.28) is a new junior synonym of Brumoides 
suturalis (Fabricius, 1798). 

• Coccinella madhuri Sathe & Bhosale (pA2), 
Coccinella bhuimungi Sathe & Bhosale 
(p.47), and Coccinella yaminii Sathe & 
Bhosale (p.52) are new junior synonyms of 
Coccinella transversalis Fabricius (1781). 

• Coelophora orientalis Sathe & Bhosale (p.61) 
is a new junior synonym of Coelophora 
bissellata Mulsant (1850). 

• Harmonia soyabinii Sathe & Bhosale (p.67) 
is a new junior synonym of Harmonia 
octomaculata (Fabricius, 1781). 

• Homiolus mirajensis Sathe & Bhosale (p.l 02) 
is a new junior synonym of Propylea dissecta 
(Mulsant, 1850). 

• 

• 

Menochilus tuljapurensis Sathe & Bhosale 
(p.7S), Menochilus shivajensis Sathe & 
Bhosale (p.79), and Menochilus kharipi Sathe 
& Bhosale (p.84) are new junior synonyms of 
Cheilomenes sexmaculata (Fabricius, (781). 

Coccinella yogini Sathe & Bhosale (p.S7) is 
a new junior synonym of Synonycha grandis 
(Thunberg, 1781). 

• Scymnus (Scymnus) indica Sathe & Bhosa!e 
(p.l 06) (not Scyrnnus indicus Weise 1908: 228) 
is a new junior synonym of Scymnus 
(Scymnus) nubilus Mulsant (1850). 

• Scynmus (Pullus) marathi Sathe & Bhosale 
(p.113) is a new junior synonym of Scymnus 
(Pullus) castaneus Sicard (1929). 

• Chilocorus suryaphuli Sathe & Bhosale 
(p.34) does not belong to Chilocorus at all as 
it is described as having II-segmented 
antenna and pubescent elytra. The 
corresponding illustrations (p.36) also do not 
belong to a Chilocorus. From the description 
and very poor illustrations, it is not clear which 
genus / species the authors are dealing with. 

• For Vernia polyphagi Sathe & Bhosale (sic), 
the habitus illustration (p.13) shows a C. 
sexmaculata, while the antenna and sipho 
(Plate 18, p. 91) belong to those of a Propylea, 
and a Micraspis, respectively. 

• Stethorus guangxiensis Pang and Mao (1979) 
is a new junior synonym of Stethorus indira 
Kapur (1950) as the genitalia illustrations 
given by Pang and Mao (1979) are identical 
to those given by Kapur (1950) in his original 
description of S. indira. 

• Platynaspis kapuri Chakraborty and Biswas 
(2000: 122), a species descri bed from Tripura, 
is a new junior synonym of Platynaspis 
bimaculata Pang and Mao (1979: 94-95). 

New additions 

• Illeis darbarii Sathe & Bhosale (p.97) is a new • 
junior synonym of llleis cincta (Fabricius, 
1798). 

Canepari (2003) has described Haiyzia 
nepalensis Canepari, Nephus similillcilldens 
Canepari. Scymnus (Pulllls) weigeli Cancpari 
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New synonymies of some Indian Coccinellidae 

as new species from Nepal and cited 
Horniolus hisamatsui Miyatake, Rodolia 
marginata Bielawski, and Platynaspidius 
angulimaculatus (Mader) as new records. 
These are additions to the Indian checklist. 

• Micraspis shaJeei Afroze and Haider (1998), 
described from India, is a new addition to the 
checklist. 

• Hyperaspis leechi Miyatake (1961), a 
palaearctic species, is recorded for the first 
time from the Indian region (New Delhi). 

New distribution records 

• Bulaea lichatschovii (Hummel), Oenopia 
walteri (Sicard), and Alloneda duvaucelii 
(Mulsant) have been recorded from Uttar 
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, and West Bengal, 
which are new distribution records for these 
species in India. 

REFERENCES 

Afroze, S. and Shafee. A. A. 1998. A new species of the 
genus Micraspis (Coccinellidae: Coleoptera) from 
India. Columban Joumal of Life Sciences, 6(2): 324-
327. 

Canepari, C. 2003. Coccinellidae (Insecta: Coleoptera) 
of Nepal· from the collection of the 
Naturkundemuseum Erfurt, pp. 261-265. In: M. 
Hartmann and H. Baumbach (Eds.). Biodiversity 
and natural heritage of the Himalaya. Verein der 
Freunde & Forderer des Naturkundemuseums Erfurt 
e. V. 

Chakraborty, S. K. and Biswas. S. 2000. Insecta: 
Coleoptera: Coccinellidae, pp. 115-137. In: Stale 
Fauna Series 7: Fauna (~fTripura. Part 3. Zoological 
Survey of India, Calcutta. 

Fabricius. J. C. 1781. Species 11l.~ect()rwlI, Vol. J. Ki lonii. 
522 pp. 

Fabricius. J. C. 1798. Suppiememlllll entol1l%giciae 
systematicae. Hafniae. 

Jadwiszczak. A. and Wegrzynowicz. P. 2003. World 
Catalogue of CocciJlcllidae. Part I-Epilaclmillae. 
Mantis. Olszlyn. Poland. 264 pp. 

Kapur. A. P. 1950. A new species of Stethorus Weise 
from India (Coleoptera: Coccinellidae). Proceedings 
of the Royal Entornolo gicai Society of London (B), 
19: 148-149. 

Korschefsky, R. 1931. Coleopterorllm Cataloglls. Pars 
118. Coccinellidae 1. Berlin. 224 pp. 

Korschefsky. R. 1932. Coleopterorum Cafaiogu.l'. Pars 
120. Coccinellidae II. Berlin. 435 pp. 

Miyatake, M. 1961. The East-Asian coccinellid beetles 
preserved in the California Academy of Sciences, 
tribe Hyperaspini. Memoirs of the Ehime University, 
6: 147-155. 

Mulsant. E. 1850. Species des Col6opteres trimeres 
securipalpes. Annales des Sciences Physiques et 
Nalurelles, d'Agriculture et d'industrie, Lyon, 2: 1-
1104. 

Pang, X. F. and Mao, J. L. 1979. Coleoptera: 
Coccinellidae, II. Khollgguo lingi KUllchang Zhi. 
14: 1-\70. 

Poorani, J. 2002. An annotated checklist of the 
Coccinellidae (Coleoptera) (excluding Epilachninae) 
of the Indian subregion. Oriental Insects, 36: 307-
383. 

Sathe, T. V. and Bhosale, Y. A. 200 I.llISeet pest predators. 
Daya Publishing House, New Delhi. 169 pp. 

Sicard, A. 1929. Descriptions de quelques especes 
nouvelles de Coccinellides de la faunae Indo-Malaise. 
Annals and Magazine of Natural History, (10) 3: 

179-184. 

Thunberg, C. P. 1781. Dissertatio Entomologica. Novas 
illsectorulIl Species sistens, pars 1_ 28pp. Upsaliae. 

187 

Vandenberg, N.J. 2002. The new world genus Cycloneda 
Crotch (Coleoptera: Coccinellidae: Coccinellini): 
historical review. new diagnosis, new generic and 
specific synonyms, and an improved key to north 
American species. Proceedings of the Entomological 
Societ.V(~fWashillg(OIl, 104: 221-236. 

Weise. J. 1908. Coleopteren aus Ostindien. Srettiller 
Entom%gisclze Zeirung, 69: 213-230 


