sdmlurﬁ'd

JOURNAL OF MANAGEMENT

“EVERY NEIGHBOURING STATE IS AN ENEMY
AND THE ENEMY'S ENEMY IS A FRIEND.”

ARTHASHASTRA

Arthashastra

Author
Kautilya

Book Reviewer:
Dr. Sanjib Das

FiRS[lN
1 USEFOLTOA STUPID |
i Mﬂguhll(l?RM:]ERAIsS SEFUL T[lAﬂlIND PERSON.

>
a
=
>
(%
=
e
(%]
=]
=
>
=
kg
=
]
=
k=~
9

DOI:10.18311/sdmimd/2023/34927

Book Review

Published By: Fingerprint Publishing, Noida, 2023
The number of Pages: 584
(Translated from Sanskrit into English by Rudrapatna Shamasastry)

Nazira HS & MP School, Sivasagar, Assam

E-mail: sanjib.acad22@gmail.com

Kautilya’s Arthashastra: Relevance
in the 21t Century

This book review reveals the enduring significance of
“Arthashastra” in the context of the 21st century. As
an ancient Indian treatise on statecraft, governance,
and economic principles, authored by the renowned
scholar Kautilya during the Mauryan era, the book
continues to captivate scholars and policymakers
worldwide. This book review examines the timeless
wisdom embedded within the text and its potential
application in the contemporary world. It analyzes how
“Arthashastra” offers profound insights into crucial
aspects of statecraft, foreign policy, and administration
that transcend temporal boundaries. Moreover, the
review critically evaluates the adaptability of Kautilya’s
principles to address present-day challenges, including
economic, political, social or ethical concerns.

“Arthashastra” is an ancient Indian treatise on
statecraft and governance originally written in Sanskrit
by Kautilya, an ancient Indian scholar popularly
known as Chanakya, during the 4" century BCE. It is
a comprehensive treatise divided into 15 book titles
(adhikaranas), 150 chapters, and 180 topics covering
a wide range of topics related to statecraft and
governance. It is believed to be written as a handbook
by Kautilya for Chandragupta, an emperor in the
ancient India to instruct him in how to reign over an

empire. This seminal work has played a significant
role in shaping political thought and administration in
India and has gained recognition as one of the most
comprehensive works on political economy. This book
review attempts to explore the key themes, insights,
and relevance of “Arthashastra” in the 21 century.

Kautilya, the author, provides detailed guidance on
various aspects of ruling a kingdom, including foreign
policy, economics, military strategy, administration,
law, and ethics. The book reflects Kautilya’s pragmatic
and realistic approach, emphasizing the importance of
a strong and efficient government to maintain stability
and promote prosperity.

Beyond the realms of political science, the Arthashastra
delves into economics with remarkable clarity.
Kautilya masterfully elucidates the principles of
wealth creation, taxation, trade, and agriculture. His
insights into economic policies, market regulation,
and resource management are incredibly prescient and
can be applied to contemporary economic challenges.
Kautilya’s emphasis on the welfare of the people and the
need for sustainable economic growth is commendable
and demonstrates his visionary thinking.

Kautilya lays out principles for effective governance,
emphasizing the need for a well-organized bureaucracy,
clear roles and responsibilities, and efficient decision-
making processes. He highlights the importance
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of maintaining law and order, collecting taxes, and
implementing policies that benefit the welfare of the
state and its subjects.
Economics and Trade: “Arthashastra” provides
insights into economic policies and encourages the
pursuit of wealth creation. Kautilya recognizes the
significance of agriculture, trade, and commerce as
drivers of economic growth. He discusses topics such
as taxation, public finance, price regulation, and ways
to promote trade and commerce both domestically and
internationally.

Foreign Policy and Diplomacy: The treatise delves
into the intricacies of diplomacy and foreign relations.
Kautilya emphasizes the need for strategic alliances,
espionage, and maintaining a strong military to protect
the kingdom from external threats. He provides
insights into negotiating treaties, managing spies, and
employing covert operations to safeguard the state’s
interests.

Ethics and Morality: While “Arthashastra” is primarily
concerned with political strategy and governance,
Kautilya also highlights the importance of moral and
ethical conduct by the ruler. He emphasizes that the
ruler should act with integrity, fairness, and compassion
towards their subjects. However, he also acknowledges
the necessity of resorting to expedient and pragmatic
measures in certain situations.

Despite being written over two millennia ago,
“Arthashastra” offers valuable insights and lessons that
are still applicable in the modern world. Many principles
discussed in the book, such as efficient governance,
economic policies, and foreign relations, continue to
resonate with the economic, political and administrative
practices in the 21% century. The emphasis on ethical
conduct and the ruler’s responsibility towards their
subjects remains relevant in ensuring good governance
and fostering social welfare in the modern society.
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However, it is important to consider the cultural and
historical context in which “Arthashastra” was written.
Some aspects of the text, such as the hierarchical social
structure or the use of covert operations, may not align
with contemporary values and norms. Therefore,
readers should approach the text critically and adapt its
principles to suit the complexities of the modern world.

What sets the Arthashastra apart from other ancient
texts is its pragmatism. Kautilya’s emphasis on
realism, practicality, and adaptability resonates with
the modern readers. While deeply rooted in the ancient
Indian context, the book’s principles and advice can be
applied to the contemporary governance, making it a
timeless guide for leaders across the globe.

“Arthashastra” by Kautilya is a remarkable work
that provides valuable insights into governance,
economics, and statecraft. It remains a significant
contribution to political thought and continues to be
studied and referenced by scholars, policymakers, and
administrators. Despite its ancient origins, the treatise
offers enduring lessons and prompts reflection on the
principles and challenges of effective governance.
Reading “Arthashastra” can be a thought-provoking
experience for anyone interested in political theory,
public administration, or the history of political
thought.

In conclusion, the Arthashastra of Kautilya is an
extraordinary piece of literature that deserves its place
among the world’s most influential books. Its profound
insights into governance, economics, diplomacy,
and military strategy have stood the test of time and
continue to inspire scholars and leaders to this day.
This remarkable work serves as a reminder of the
enduring wisdom of ancient civilizations and remains
an indispensable guide for anyone interested in the art
of governance, the complexities of statecraft, and the
pursuit of a just and prosperous society.
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